
 SYLLABUS FOR IDST 1105 HONORS SEMINAR  FALL 2003 
 
Instructor:  Ms. Jacqueline Burton  Phone: 792-7254 
Office:    208 Dickey Hall    E-mail: jmburton@schreiner.edu 
Office Hours: Monday 9:30 – 11 and 2 – 4 
   Tuesday 9:30 – 11:30 and 2-4 
   Wednesday 9:30 – 11        
   Thursday 9:30 – 11:30 and 2-4 
   Friday  9:30 – 11 
 
Catalog Description:  A discussion group designed specifically for provisional honors 
students.  Topics will span a wide range of ideas and might include politics, economics, 
psychology, science, philosophy, and the arts.  Prerequisite:  Provisional acceptance 
into the Honors Program. 
 
Course Objectives:  Goal:  To introduce freshmen Honors Program students to a 
liberal arts education through a series of readings and discussions presented by 
professors across disciplines.  Goal:  To develop an appreciation of a variety of topics 
and teaching styles.  Goal:  To familiarize and connect provisional honors students with 
the program, their peers, and the program director. 
  
Course Materials:  
A set of readings selected by participating faculty and provided by the Honors Program. 
 
System of Evaluation: 
Reading Journal  70% 
Participation/Attendance* 20% 
Final Assignment  10% 
*This course’s success depends upon student participation; attendance is required.   
 
The Reading Journal 
Students will develop a one-page personal reaction to each reading assignment; it must 
be typed, double-spaced using 11 or 12-point font.  In that reaction, students will 
include: 
• Their perception of the author’s thesis. 
• A personal response to the reading’s content, an uncensored, honest reaction. 
• The broader implications of the topic. 
• At least one question or comment. 
Journal assignments will be evaluated using grades of A, B, C, or R.   
A = offers insightful and thoughtful connection with the reading; covers the criteria listed 

above; demonstrates excellent English usage and grammar. 
B = offers good understanding of the reading; covers the criteria listed above; 

demonstrates good English usage and grammar 
C = offers limited connection with the reading; may not include all four of the criteria; 

demonstrates uneven or average English usage and grammar. 
R = unacceptable quality; must be revised and resubmitted to earn no more than a C.     



 
 
 
 

CLASS AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
 
 
Week 1 August 20  Introductions 
 
Week 2 August 27  Ms. Burton, Honors Program Director 
 
Week 3 September 3  Dr. David Breeden, Professor of English 
 
Week 4 September 10  Burton 
   
Week 5 September 17 Dr. Tom Wells, Professor of Exercise Science & IDST 
 
Week 6 September 24 Dr. Diana Comuzzie, Dean of Math & Science  
 
Week 7 October 1  Burton     
 
Week 8 October 8  Ms. Elizabeth MacCrossan, Professor of English 
 
Week 9 FALL BREAK 
 
Week 10    October 15  Ethics & Beliefs Exercise 
 
Week 11 October 22  Honors Advising Information 
 
Week 12 October 29  Honors Advising Information 
 
Week 13   November 5  Mr. David Smith, Professor of Graphic Design 
 
Week 14 November 12 Dr. Tim Summerlin, Schreiner University President 
 
Week 15 November 19 Course evaluations   
 
Week 16 November 26 no class  
 
Week 17 December 5  Final Exam Period 1:30 p.m.   


